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Abstract: This study investigated the placement status of a group of “core” transfer students, as defined by taking 6+ units in Fall 2001, and not having entered the college with an AA/AS degree or higher.  Overall, 80% of those students with placement information tested at a pre-collegiate level in at least one subject, with 36% testing pre-collegiate in multiple subjects.

Methodology: Data was extracted from an IR&P validated enrollment file as well as from a file providing historical placement information.   The 5,678 students enrolled for six or more units in Fall 2001 without an AA/AS degree or higher were utilized for the analysis.  

Placement into pre-collegiate courses in Math, English, and ESL was analyzed. Placements could have originated from placement tests or by counselor recommendations.  For English, the two pre-collegiate courses were English 100 (Pre-Collegiate Reading) and English 110 (Pre-Collegiate Writing).  In Math, the pre-collegiate courses were Math 200 (Structure of Arithmetic), Math 101 (Elementary Algebra), and Math 105 (Intermediate Algebra).  In ESL, the pre-collegiate levels were ESL 136/137 (Basic Grammar/Reading/Writing), ESL 146/147 (Intermediate Grammar/Reading), ESL 156/157 (High-Intermediate Grammar/Reading), ESL 166/167 (Advanced Grammar/Reading), and ESL 025 (Composition and Reading).

Placement status was divided into seven possible outcomes: Pre-collegiate English only, Pre-collegiate ESL only, Pre-collegiate Math only, Pre-collegiate in multiple subjects, College-level in all placed, Other placement outcomes only, and No placement information available.  Note that some students received only a single placement, while others may have received a placement in all three subjects.

Results/Discussion: Overall, 66% of the students who met the “core transfer student” criteria had placement information.  For those who did have placement information (see Table 1 below), 11% were pre-collegiate English only, 18% pre-collegiate Math only, 15% pre-collegiate ESL Only, 36% pre-collegiate in multiple subjects, and 20% college-level in all placed.  Thus, of those who had placement information, 44% were pre-collegiate in one subject, 36% were pre-collegiate in multiple subjects, and 20% were college-level in all subjects placed.

Looking at the placement groups individually, for English, 38% of the 2,264 students with English placement information from the core transfer group had been initially placed into English 100 (Pre-Collegiate Reading), 24% into English 110 (Pre-Collegiate Writing), and 38% into college-level English (English 1A/1B).  10% of the 3,094 core transfer students with Math placement information had initially been placed into Math 200 (Structure of Arithmetic), 31% into Math 101 (Elementary Algebra), 20% into Math 105 (Intermediate Algebra), and 39% into college-level math (Precalculus, Trigonometry, Calculus, Statistics, Finite Mathematics).  For ESL, 5% were placed at the 130-level (Basic Grammar/Reading), 6% at the 140-level (Intermediate Grammar/Reading), 18% into the 150-level (High-Intermediate Grammar/Reading), 39% into the 160-level (Advanced Grammar/Reading), 22% into ESL 025 (Composition and Reading), and 10% into the college-level ESL 026 (Advanced Composition & Reading).

Summary Statement: It is clear that the vast majority of core transfer students originally placed as pre-collegiate in one or multiple subjects.  In addition, in the individual subjects, between 61% (English/Math) and 90% (ESL) of these core-transfer students were initially placed at pre-collegiate levels.
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Placement

Group

Overall

Percent within

Status

N

Percent

Placement (^1)

Pre-Collegiate English Only

409

7.2%

11.1%

Pre-Collegiate Math Only

673

11.9%

18.3%

Pre-Collegiate ESL Only

555

9.8%

15.1%

Pre-Collegiate in Multiple Subjects

1,313

23.1%

35.8%

College-Level in All Placed

721

12.7%

19.6%

Other Placement Outcomes Only

64

1.1%

---

No Placement Information

1,943

34.2%

---

Total

5,678

Notes:

1) "Percent with Placement" refers to the percentage of students who took placement tests that fall within 

        the various placement statuses - the 1,943 students with no/unclear placement information are removed from

        the denominator.

2) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

      having an AA/AS degree or higher.
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		Core Transfer Student Placement Analysis, Revised

		Fall 2001 Students taking 6+ Units, who do not have AA/AS degree or higher

		Table 1.  Placement Status of Core Transfer Students

		Placement		Group		Overall		Percent within

		Status		N		Percent		Placement (^1)

		Pre-Collegiate English Only		409		7.2%		11.1%

		Pre-Collegiate Math Only		673		11.9%		18.3%

		Pre-Collegiate ESL Only		555		9.8%		15.1%

		Pre-Collegiate in Multiple Subjects		1,313		23.1%		35.8%

		College-Level in All Placed		721		12.7%		19.6%

		Other Placement Outcomes Only		64		1.1%		---

		No Placement Information		1,943		34.2%		---

		Total		5,678

		Notes:

		1) "Percent with Placement" refers to the percentage of students who took placement tests that fall within

		the various placement statuses - the 1,943 students with no/unclear placement information are removed from

		the denominator.

		2) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		Table 2.  English Placement Test Outcomes for Core Transfer Students

		English Placement		Group

		Status		N		Percent

		English 100		860		38.0%

		English 110		544		24.0%

		English 001A		706		31.2%

		English 001B		154		6.8%

		Total		2,264		100%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 2,264 of these students were placed in English.

		Table 3.  Math Placement Test Outcomes for Core Transfer Students

		Math Placement		Group

		Status		N		Percent

		Math 200		313		10.1%

		Math 101		956		30.9%

		Math 105		617		19.9%

		College-Level Math		1,208		39.0%

		Total		3,094		100%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 3,094 of these students were placed in Math.

		Table 4.  ESL Placement Test Outcomes for Core Transfer Students

		ESL Placement		Group

		Status		N		Percent

		130-level ESL		52		4.6%

		140-level ESL		72		6.4%

		150-level ESL		204		18.1%

		160-level ESL		439		39.0%

		ESL 025		244		21.7%

		ESL 026 (College Level)		114		10.1%

		Total		1,125		100%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 1,125 of these students were placed in ESL.

		Table 5.  Educational Goal of Core Transfer Students taking English Placement Test

		English Placement		Group		Educational Goal:

		Status		N		Transfer		AA/AS Degree		Vocational/Career		Other/Undecided

		English 100		860		55.7%		4.7%		6.3%		33.4%

		English 110		544		55.2%		4.0%		6.5%		34.3%

		English 001A		706		61.5%		2.8%		6.3%		29.4%

		English 001B		154		75.7%		2.6%		4.5%		17.2%

		Total		2,264		58.6%		3.8%		6.0%		31.6%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 2,264 of these students were placed in English.

		Table 6.  Educational Goal of Core Transfer Students taking Math Placement Test

		Math Placement		Group		Educational Goal:

		Status		N		Transfer		AA/AS Degree		Vocational/Career		Other/Undecided

		Math 200		313		48.9%		8.6%		8.3%		34.2%

		Math 101		956		52.5%		6.4%		10.7%		30.4%

		Math 105		617		58.5%		5.7%		5.7%		30.1%

		College-Level Math		1,208		70.4%		2.2%		2.9%		24.5%

		Total		3,094		60.3%		4.8%		6.5%		28.4%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 3,094 of these students were placed in Math.

		Table 7.  Educational Goal of Core Transfer Students taking ESL Placement Test

		ESL Placement		Group		Educational Goal:

		Status		N		Transfer		AA/AS Degree		Vocational/Career		Other/Undecided

		130-level ESL		52		36.6%		9.6%		11.5%		42.3%

		140-level ESL		72		38.9%		9.7%		14.0%		37.4%

		150-level ESL		204		56.9%		7.4%		10.8%		24.9%

		160-level ESL		439		70.2%		6.6%		3.2%		20.0%

		ESL 025		244		70.9%		4.5%		8.2%		16.4%

		ESL 026 (College Level)		114		70.2%		4.4%		5.3%		20.1%

		Total		1,125		64.5%		6.4%		6.9%		22.2%

		Notes:

		1) Analysis is based on 5,678 students from Fall 2001 who took 6+ units and did not already indicate

		having an AA/AS degree or higher.

		2) In this case, 1,125 of these students were placed in ESL.

		3) Note that some of the Group N's are relatively small - cross-tab percentages are thus less reliable than in the other two analyses.



&R&D




