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Summer Enrollment Trends and One-Year Persistence

By Andrew LaManque, May 2003

Overview

This paper outlines information on Counseling 100 enrollments and persistence.  Counseling 100: Orientation to College, is a ½ unit course that is strongly recommended for new students.  The course introduces students to information important for planning their educational careers, such as General Education requirements and grading policies.  While the course has several objectives, it is thought that students who make connections to other students and college personnel early in their collegiate career and who develop a better understanding about college life, will ultimately have a better chance of meeting their goals.  The purpose of this research is to begin to shed light on whether Counseling 100 has a positive effect on student persistence.


As will be discussed in detail below, students who completed Counseling 100 succesfully returned to De Anza one year after entrance at a substantially higher rate than students who did not take Counseling 100.  While this result does not take into account student ability or other factors that might be related to persistence, it does suggest an important association.  It may be that students who take Counseling 100 are more motivated and informed than other students; these and other measures can be examined in another study, if there is interest.

Summer Enrollment

For the most recent summer, more than 2,200 students enrolled in Counseling 100, but as indicated in Figure 1 below, summer enrollment has been on the decline over the last six years.  More than 3,100 students were enrolled in 1996.  More than 70% of Counseling 100 enrollments occur during the summer term.  

The decline in summer enrollment may be associated with students ability to apply/register online, which began in the late 1990’s.  The declines in course enrollments depicted in Figure 1 can be seen as even more dramatic when viewed against the increase in overall college enrollment over the same period.  As displayed in Figure 2, Asian students had the smallest decline (-14%) in Counseling 100 summer enrollment compared to other ethnic groups.  White students declined by almost half (-45%).

About 50% of new students in the summer term enroll in Counseling 100.  New students make up about 80-90% of summer Counseling 100 enrollments.  About 25% of all summer quarter students will enroll full time in the next term (fall) and more than 85% of these students (new students in summer returning to enroll full time in the fall) have taken Counseling 100 in the summer term. 
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	COUN100 Course Enrollments and Sections

	
	
	Summer Quarters 1996-2002, De Anza College

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Enrollment and Sections
	
	Six  Year

	
	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	
	% Change

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Enrollment
	3,147
	3,104
	2,833
	2,795
	2,372
	2,199
	2,240
	
	-29%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Sections
	
	122
	118
	94
	99
	83
	73
	78
	
	-36%
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	Figure 2
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	COUN100 Course Enrollments by Ethnicity

	
	
	Summer Quarters 1996-2002, De Anza College

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Enrollment
	
	Six  Year

	Ethnicity
	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	
	% Change

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asian
	
	877
	963
	805
	927
	828
	780
	756
	
	-14%

	Black
	
	119
	101
	98
	72
	70
	62
	65
	
	-45%

	Filipino
	
	221
	199
	217
	164
	141
	116
	140
	
	-37%

	Hispanic
	
	433
	455
	389
	330
	313
	288
	312
	
	-28%

	Native American
	
	25
	28
	26
	13
	9
	6
	5
	
	-80%

	Pacific Islander
	
	47
	40
	42
	33
	36
	33
	26
	
	-45%

	White
	
	1,045
	908
	808
	804
	589
	536
	561
	
	-46%

	Other
	
	72
	75
	42
	42
	51
	53
	40
	
	-44%

	Unrecorded
	
	308
	335
	406
	410
	335
	325
	335
	
	9%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	3,147
	3,104
	2,833
	2,795
	2,372
	2,199
	2,240
	
	-29%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	


One-Year Persistence - Methodology

Enrollment records were examined for the period 1996-2001.  Only students indicating a goal of transfer, degree, or undecided were included because these are the students to which Counseling 100 is aimed.  Students with a “first admit” term of summer (and enrolling in the following fall) or with a first admit term of fall quarters were included in the analysis.  Most Counseling 100 enrollment takes place in the summer term, but sections are offered throughout the year with enrollment in the fall quarter ranging from 350 to 450 students.   Similar numbers of new students start in the summer and fall quarters each year, approximately averaging 2,600 per year over the 1996-2001 period.

Students were broken into two groups:  

1) Students starting in summer or fall, with a goal of transfer, degree, or undecided, who had completed Counseling 100 successfully at some point during their first year of attendance at De Anza College.

2) Students starting in summer or fall, with a goal of transfer, degree, or undecided, who did not enroll in or complete Counseling 100 successfully during their first year.

Figure 3 below lists the number of students included in the analysis by term of first enrollment.  While 81% of students starting in the summer (and enrolling in the following fall) and indicating a goal of transfer, degree, or undecided, completed Counseling 100 successfully (i.e., with a grade of C or better) at some point during the first year, the figure for students starting in the fall was only 16%.  More research will be needed to determine why this difference in Counseling 100 enrollment exists.  Overall, the cohorts included in the study are nearly evenly split between those students who took Counseling 100 and those that did not.
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	Number of New De Anza College Students 1996-2001

	By Successful Completion of Counseling 100

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Success
	Non-Success
	
	

	Term
	N
	% Term
	N
	% Term
	 
	Term Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	12,753
	81%
	2,885
	19%
	
	15,638

	Fall
	2,457
	16%
	13,296
	84%
	
	15,753

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Study Total
	15,210
	48%
	16,181
	52%
	
	31,391

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note:  “Non-Success” includes students who did not enroll or successfully complete the course.

Records for these two groups were then matched against enrollments the following fall term, one year after first enrollment.  While many students do stop out and then return, examining the enrollment one fall later was considered to be a reasonable indication of student persistence.  

One-Year Persistence – Summary of Results

Figure 4 below compares enrollment in the fall term one year after initial enrollment for students successfully completing Counseling 100 compared to those that did not or who did not take the course.  As depicted, students taking Counseling 100 were found to enroll one year later at a 69% rate compared to a 29% rate for students who did not take the course.  While this difference is large, care must be taken in interpretation since many factors relating to student persistence have not been taken into account, such as student self-selection bias (i.e., those students who are more motivated to persist are more likely to take Counseling 100).

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Figure 4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Persistence by Success in COUN100

	Students Starting Summer and

	Fall Quarters 1996-2001, De Anza College

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Percent Enrolled
	
	Total

	COUN100 Result
	One Year Later
	
	N

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Success
	
	69
	
	15,210

	Non-Success
	
	29
	
	16,181
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Note:  “Non-Success” includes students who did not enroll or successfully complete the course.
One-Year Persistence – Results By Goal

As depicted in Figure 5 below, students who have a goal of transfer or degree tend to persist at a slightly higher rate than those selecting undecided on the application, whether they have taken Counseling 100 or not.  For those students successfully completing Counseling 100, 70% of students with a goal of transfer or degree returned one year later, versus 66% for students who initially indicated that they were undecided on their goals.  Similar results can be found for students not completing Counseling 100, 31% persist if their goal is transfer or a degree compared to 25% if they are undecided.  The results in Figure 5 may be strong evidence that student goals are subject to change from the initial response on the application, since undecided students do persist at nearly the same rate as students beginning with a goal of transfer or degree at De Anza College.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Figure 5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Persistence by Initial Goal and Success in COUN100

	Students Starting Summer and Fall 1996-2001, De Anza College

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Percent Enrolled
	
	Total

	
	COUN100 Result
	One Year Later
	
	N

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transfer or Degree
	Success
	
	70
	
	10,272

	
	Non-Success
	
	31
	
	9,422

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Undecided
	Success
	
	66
	
	4,938

	
	Non-Success
	
	25
	
	6,759
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Note:  “Non Success” includes students who did not enroll or successfully complete the course.




One-Year Persistence – Results By Ethnicity


As indicated by Figure 6 below, there is some variance in persistence by ethnic group.  For example, Asian students completing Counseling 100 have a one-year persistence equal to 79%, compared with 54% for African American students.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Figure 6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Persistence by Ethnicity and Success in COUN100

	Students Starting Summer and Fall 1996-2001, De Anza College

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Percent Enrolled
	
	Total

	Ethnicity
	COUN100 Result
	One Year Later
	
	N

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asian
	Success
	
	79
	
	4,799

	
	Non-Success
	
	31
	
	4,070

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	African American
	Success
	
	54
	
	459

	
	Non-Success
	
	30
	
	816

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Filipino
	Success
	
	65
	
	953

	
	Non-Success
	
	36
	
	781

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hispanic
	Success
	
	59
	
	1,941

	
	Non-Success
	
	29
	
	2,090

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Native American
	Success
	
	47
	
	93

	
	Non-Success
	
	36
	
	133

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pacific Islander
	Success
	
	66
	
	204

	
	Non-Success
	
	29
	
	187

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White
	Success
	
	64
	
	4,368

	
	Non-Success
	
	27
	
	4,452

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	Success
	
	69
	
	316

	
	Non-Success
	
	34
	
	292

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unrecorded
	Success
	
	74
	
	2,077

	
	Non-Success
	
	25
	
	3,360

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note:  “Non-Success” includes students who did not enroll or successfully complete the course.




One-Year Persistence – Results By Start Term


As indicated by Figure 7 below, the one-year persistence rate for students succeeding in Counseling 100 is higher for students who start in the summer rather than the fall.  The one-year persistence rate for students successfully completing Counseling 100 is 70% for those starting in the summer but is 62% for students starting in the fall.  Even for students not taking Counseling 100, those who start in the summer persist at a higher rate than those who start in the fall, 41% compared to 26%.  As mentioned earlier, more research would be needed to determine why this difference might exist.
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	Persistence by Start Term and Success in COUN100

	Students Starting Summer and Fall 1996-2001

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Percent Enrolled
	
	Total

	Start Term
	COUN100 Result
	One Year Later
	
	N

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	Success
	
	70%
	
	12,753

	Fall
	Success
	
	62%
	
	2,457

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	Non-Success
	
	41%
	
	2,885

	Fall
	Non-Success
	
	26%
	
	13,296

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note:  “Non-Success” includes students who did not enroll or successfully complete the course.

Summary

It is clear that there is a very positive relationship between taking Counseling 100 and one-year college persistence.  However, this study does not determine whether the learning outcomes of the course are contributing to persistence or whether students with backgrounds associated with persistence are selecting the course.  

Despite the limitations of the current study, given the objectives of the course and the clear association with persistence presented in this report, it would appear worthwhile to increase recruitment efforts to stem the decline in course enrollment that has occurred in the summer over the last several years.  

Future research might examine which students are more likely to take Counseling 100 and what factors contribute to a students’ decision not to take Counseling 100.

Please do not hesitate to call me at x8777 if you have questions.
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